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the claims: 
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recdvedby this Authority on 
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□ asequencelistingand/oranyrelatedtable(s)--seeSupplementalBoxRd 
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1 I ilie description, pages — _ 

I 1 the claims, Nos. 



I I tiie drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (Specift): 

( I any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



70.2(c)). 
\ I tiie desoiption, pages 
I 1 tiiedaims,Nos. 



\ 1 thedrawings, aheets^figs , 

) I the sequence listing (Jr/7ec(S5): 

I I any table(s) related to tiie sequence listing (specify): 
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1. Statonent 

Novelty 00 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1-7 
Claims 



Claims 1-7 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (lA) Qaims 1-7 

Claims 
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NO 
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NO 
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2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Docximents cited in the International Search Report; 
Dl: US6322108 Bl 
D2: GB2327107 A 
D3: JP9242729 A 
D4: US4790573 A 

From dociutients D1-D3, tool gripping portions for connections 
or nuts are known. The documents show various ways to prevent 
damage by limiting the possible torque exerted by a tool, on 
the gripping portion. The claimed invention differs from -the 
cited documents D1-D3 in that the gripping portion designed 
for a tool coxr^rises rounded portions between adjacent 
straight portions whereby the tool slips when exerted torque 
is too great. Therefore, dociaments D1-D3 are only a backgroxand 
art documents. The document D4 cited in the International 
Search Report also represent prior art. The claimed invention 
is not considered to be anticipated by these documents. 

None of the cited documents, taken alone or in combination, 
reveals the invention defined in claims 1-7. Furthermore, in 
the cited documents there are no suggestions leading a person 
skilled in the art towards the invention defined by claims 1- 
7. Consequently the invention is novel and is considered to 
involve an inventive step and to be industrially applicable. 
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Box No. Vin Certaiii observatfons on ttie totgmatto nal appMcatton 

The&Uo^ obse^onsontheolarHy of theclaims. description. »^ 
siq)ported by the description, are made: 

Note that the use of the . wording ^periphery" in claims 3, 4 
7 appears unfortunate since it can be misunderstood. A 
Sitile word in this context would be «circumf erence" . 
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CLAIMS 

1. A connecting piece, intended for connecting at least two elements 
(2, 3), whereby a first element (2) is connected to a first end of the connecting 
piece (1) and a second element (3) is connected to a second end of the 

5 connecting piece (1), the body (4) of the connecting piece (1) being mainly of 
plastic and a metal insert provided with a thread (6) being arranged at at least 
one end of the connecting piece (1), whereby at least one element (2, 3) is 
connectable to the connecting piece (1) with threaded connection and there is 
at least one gripping element on the outer surface of the connecting piece (1) 

10 for rotating the connecting piece (1) or keeping it still upon making the 
threaded connection, characterized in that the gripping element 
comprises at least two straight portions (10) such that two straight portions (10) 
on opposite sides of the connecting piece (1) are parallel, the straight portions 
(10) forming gripping surfaces for a tool, and that there is a rounded portion 

15 (11) between adjacent straight portions (10), whereby the gripping element is 
formed such that the tool round the gripping element slips before the thread (6) 
and/or the basic structure of the connecting piece (1) gets damaged, 

2. A connecting piece according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the gripping element comprises six straight portions (10). 

20 3. A connecting piece according to claim 1 or 2, 

characterized in that the gripping element is formed of two or more 
ribs (9) in the direction of the periphery of the connecting piece. 

4. A connecting piece according to claim 3, characterized in 
that the outer surface of the metal insert (5) is provided with ribs (12) in the 

25 direction of tiie periphery, the ribs (12) of the metal insert (5) and the ribs (9) 
on the outer surface of the connecting piece (1) being arranged at the same 
point. 

5- A connecting piece, intended for connecting at least two elements 
(2, 3), whereby a first element (2) is connected to a first end of the connecting 

30 piece (1) and a second element (3) is connected to a second end of the 
connecting piece (1), the body (4) of the connecting piece (1) being mainly of 
thermoplast and a thread (6) being formed at at least one end of the 
connecting piece (1), whereby at least one element (2, 3) is connectable to the 
connecting piece (1) with threaded connection and there is at least one 

35 gripping element on the outer surface of the connecting piece (1) for rotating 
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the connecUng piece (1) or keeping it still upon making the threaded 
connection, characterized In that the gripping element compnses at 
least two straight portions (10) such that two straight portions (10) on opposite 
sides of the connecting piece (1) are parallel, the straight portions (10) forming 
gripping surfaces for a tool, and that there Is a rounded portion (11) between 
adjacent straight portions (10). whereby the gripping element is fomied such 
that the tool round the gripping element slips before the thread (6) of the 
connecting piece (1) gets damaged. 

6. A connecting piece according to claim 5. characterized in 
that the gripping element comprises six straight portions (10). 

7. A connecting piece according to claim 5 or 6. 
characterized in that the gripping element is fornied of two or more 
ribs (9) in the direction of the periphery of the connecting piece. 



AMENDED SHEET 



